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ER Es. II. 4, 5. 


But God, who is rich in mercy, for his 


great love wherewith he loved us, Even 
when we were dead in fins, hath quick- 
ned us together with Chriſt ; by grace ye 

are ſaved. as 


OD Almighty, who is an inexhauſ- 


2 pineſs of his creatures, has moſt won- 
N derfully diſplayed that glorious and 
OY a dorable attribute of goodneſs in the 
univerſal government of the moral world: But the 
moſt amazing inſtance of his love, is that which we 
this day commemorate, even the ſending his only 


begotten Son into our ſinful world, to reform the 
lives and manners of men, and to expel that dark- 


neſs, ignorance, and ſuperſtition, which ſeem to 
have ſpread themſelves univerſally, and almoſt whol- 


ly extinguiſhed that duty, love, honour, and reve- 


rence, which were juſtly his due. Yet, at the fame 


time, ſuch was the baſeneſs and ingratitude of thoſe” 
to whom this Son of God perſonally appeared, in 4 

manner fo exactly agreeable to the predictions of 
their own prophets, on whom they profeſſed to rely 
for the proof of the Meſſiah's coming into the world; 


and notwithſtanding the exemplarineſs of his life, 
and the purity of his doctrine, ſo that his very ene- 
mies acknowledged that he ſþake as never man ſpale; 
and though he gave the moſt undeniable evidences 
of his divine miſſion, by the greatneſs and number 


of his miracles; yet ſuch was their ignorance, mix d 
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== of tible fountain of goodneſs and bene- 
1 ficence, and who delights in the hap- 
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4 AStrmon preachd at Chatham, 
with an inveterate hatred and malice, that although 
they found no Juſt cauſe of death in him, (upon 
which Pilate would have releaſed him) they cried 
out, with loud exclamations, Crucify him, crucify 
bim; let his blood be upon us, and upon our children 
there was nothing that would fatisfy their ſavage 
minds, but they muſt cruelly put to death the Lord 
of life and glory. 92 


gedy; and when, if we were to make judgment of 
their caſe from their wicked proceeding, there was 


nothing that they could expect but vengeance; even 


here, in one of the greateſt affronts to the ſupreme 


Majeſty of heaven, mercy prevails over juſtice, and 
cauſes the moſt inhumane actions to become ſubſer- 


vient to the beſt of ends: God accepts this death of 
his Son as a ſacrifice for ſin, and has declared his 
acceptance of all true penitent believers, upon the 


moſt kind and gracious terms. This wonderful in- 
ſtance of divine grace is the purport of the text 
on which I have now choſen to diſcourſe. The 
| apoſtle, writing to the Epbęſian converts, does, in the 


beginning of the epiſtle, congratulate their happineſs 
that they were, through the goodneſs of God, called 
and invited to partake of thoſe glorious privileges to 


which the goſpel of Chriſt entitled them; chap. i. 
ver. 3, 4, 5. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt Feſus : Ac- 
cording as he hath choſen us in him before the founda- 

tion of the world, that we ſhould be holy, and without 
blame before him in love: Having predeſtinated us to 


the adoption of children by Feſus Chriſt to himſelf, ac- 


cording to the good pleaſure of his will, To the praiſe 


and glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us ac- 


cepted in the beloved: In whom wwe have redemption 
| B iesr 


Yet when they had thus carried on the-cruel tra- 
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en Chriſtmas-day, 1737. 5 5 
throug þ his blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins, accord- 


ng to Ws riches of his grace. 

In the beginning of the chapter, of which my 
text is a part, in order to magnify the goodneſs and 
love of God, he puts them in mind of their miſe- 
rable ſtate and condition before their converſion to 
chriſtianity; who were (ſays he) dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins; that is, ſo overwhelmed in corruption, as 
to be loſt to all the true purpoſes of religion. He 
refers to the habitual vicious practices, which are 
more particularly exprefſed chap. iv. 18, 19. Ha- 
wing their underſtanding darkned, being alienated 
From the life of God, through the ignorance that was 
in them; who being paſt feeling, (which denotes a 
ſtate of the greateſt ſtupidity) had given themſelves 
over to laſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs with 
: greedineſs. This was the ſtate of numberleſs Gen- 
files; and the apoſtle tells theſe converts, chap. ii. 
2. that in times Faſt they had walked according fo 
the courſe of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the Spirit which then worked in 
the children of diſobedi ence. By the prince of the 
power of the arr, 1s generally underſtood the devil : 
And as the Gentile world revolted from the worſhip 
of the one true God, which the light of nature was 
abundantly ſufficient to diſcover ; ; and when they 
knew God, glorified him not as God, but became vain 
in their imaginations, and their fooliſh heart was 
darkned ; in this ſtate of apoſtaſy and revolt from 
God, they became profeſſed vaſſals and ſubjects of 
the devil, to whom they paid homage, obedience, 
and worſhip.* 

The apoſtle ill reminds the Bphefians of their 
former deplorable ſtate, by putting them in mind, 


Ver. 
* See the learned Mr, Locke in his notes on this verſe. 
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6 ASrrmon prrached at Chatham, 


ver. 3. that among thoſe unhappy people he had 
Juſt been deſcribing, they alſo had therr converſation 
in times paſt, in the luſt of the fleſh, fulfilling the 
deſires of the fleſh and of the mind, and were by na- 
ture children of wrath, even as others; that is, as 
other Gentiles were. It needs only to be obſerved, 
for the right underſtanding of theſe words, that be- 
ing by nature children of wrath, cannot be under- 
ſtood that they were created ſo by an infinitely wiſe 
and good God; this being every way inconſiſtent 
with his being and perfections to make any of his 
rational creatures the objects of his diſpleaſure ; this, 
above all things, be far from him. But being by na- 


ture the children of wrath, muſt be underſtood of 


their habituating themſelves in thoſe vices before 


their converſion to chriſtianity, which were abomi- 
nation in the ſight of God. e 

No the apoſtle's putting the Gentiles in mind 
of their former ſtate, was of great uſe to magnify 


the goodneſs and free grace of God to them, which 
he had mentioned in the beginning of the preced- 
ing chapter; this he now reſumes in the words of 


my text: But God, abo is rich in mercy, for his 


great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 


' DEAD IN sINSs, hath quickned us together with 
Chriſt ; by grace ye are ſaved. In which words he 
particularly recommends the goodneſs and mercy of 


God to them; that when they were dead in /ins, 
being under the power and dominion of them, ſlaves 


to ſatan, and, by an habitual corruption, children of 
wrath, and entirely loſt to all the purpoſes of a truly 
religious life; yet while they were in this deplorable 


ſtate, God ſent his Son into the world, and by his 


miniſtry called them to be his church and people; 


who wonderfully diſpelled that darkneſs, ignorance, 
and. ſuperſtition, which ſo much abounded among 


them; 
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. Chriſtmas-day, 1737. * 7 
them; and ſet before them, in a true light, the 
terms and conditions on which he would, for the 
future, pardon and accept of all repenting and re- 


n 


T . — 6 
n 


turning ſinners; and, moreover, by the death of his F 
Son, redeemed them from their loſt and undone = 
ſtate and condition, and raiſed them to the hopes of g 
pardon and ſalvation. This is the purport of the J 
former part of the text. It is added, By grace ye are F 
: ſaved; that is, there was nothing in you that could t 
any way merit the divine favour; no, God was mo- ; 
ved only by his own goodneſs to take compaſſion of F 
Pour fallen and corrupted ſtate; and by the interpo- i 
tion of his own Son, happily prevented your eter- f 
> F nal ruin. „ . | . | 
Having conſidered the deſign and connection of N 
the words, I ſhall now proceed, in further diſcour- 1 
: fing on them, to obſerve the following method. | 
I. I will take a view of the deplorable ſtate of ; 
'" 3 mankind before the coming of Chriſt into the a] 
F.-N world; Te were dead in fins. . 9 
II. I ſhall conſider the unſpeakable love of God Y 
3 to men, in ſending his own Son into the world 7 
p i for their redemption and falvation ; God who 0 
8 is rich in mercy, for the great love wherewith Fe 
bee loved us, even when we were dead in fins, 
f bath quickned us together with Chriſt; (by grace 
7 | 


ye are ſaved.) 


III. I will conſider, as ſome proper uſes from the 
Whole, what returns it becomes rational crea- 
| tures to make to ſo good and ſo beneficent a 
being, for the favours which, in his boundleſs 
goodneſs, he has conferred upon us, 
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8 ASrrmaoN Freacbed at Chatham, 


1. I am to take a view of the deplorable ſtate of 
mankind before the coming of Chriſt into the worlds 
Te were dead in fins. © 

If we look backward on the ſtate and circum- 


ſtances of the world ſoon after the flood, we ſhall 


find that mankind began to. degenerate from the 


worſhip of the one true God and Lord of the uni- 


verſe, although they had ſo lately heard, if not ſeen, 
the moſt ſtupendous inſtances' of his divine power 


and providence, in the government of the world; 
by his deſtroying of mankind for their wicked and 


licentious practices by a univerſal deluge. Yet ſuch 


was the proneneſs of men to vice and idolatry, tho 


they could not well be inſenſible what a deſolation 


5 ruin God had brought upon their forefathers, 
for departing from the true worſhip of God, and 


for their profaneneſs and irreligion; that chey ven- 


tured upon the like enormous practices, and there- 


with corrupted their lives and manners. Neverthe- 


leſs it pleaſed God to raiſe up in this, as well as in 
almoſt every age, ſome eminent perſons, as inſtru- 


ments in his hand, for the correcting and reform- 


ing of a finful world; ſo that he has always left 


mankind entirely without excuſe. Such inſtruments 


were Enoch and Noah, preachers of righteouſneſs to 


the old world: And after the earth became peopled 


again, it pleaſed God to raiſe up Abraham, a man 
very remarkable for his truſt and dependance on the 


one only true God; and juſt Lot, whoſe righteous 
foul was vexed wi th the filthy converſati on of the 
wicked people of Sodom and Gomorrah ; whom God, 
in juſt judgment for their unnatural crimes, de- 


ſtroyed with an utter overthrow, or miraculous de- 


ſtruction, maki ng them an example to thoſe that ſhould 


afterward tive ungodly, 2 Pet. ii. 6. Yet notwith- 


ſtanding theſe remarkable inſtances of the 1 
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concluded with a promiſe, In thy ſeed ſhall all na- 
8 B . tions 


on Chriſtmas-day, 1737. 9 
of God, the ſupreme being, who delights in the 
happineſs of his creatures, was willing to put a ſtop 
to ſo growing an evil. To this end he chuſes Abra- 
ham, the father of the faithful, and tries him in a 
very remarkable manner, in order to prove his fide- 
lity, by commanding him to offer up his own ſon 
in ſacrifice. Abrabam, as an undeniable evidence 
of his faith and truſt in God, is ready to comply 
with the divine command, not doubting but that he 
who gave him this ſon, his only fon Jſaac, (and this 
too at a time when it was impoſſible, to all appear- 
ance, that he ſhould have children) was able to fulfil 


the promiſe which he had made, that in this ſon all 
| the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. But God 
having had ſufficient evidence of the fincerity of his 


faith, prevented his ſlaying 1/aac, by the voice of an 


angel, calling to him out of heaven, and ſaying, Lay 
not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing 


unto him, fon now 1 know that thou feareſt God, 


fince thou haſt not with-beld thy fon, thine only ſon, 


from me, Gen. xxii. 12.* It deſerves to be obſerved, 


that the ſupreme Being, having, as before related, had 


' ſufficient evidence of Abraham's faith, as a reward 


of his obedience, promiſed, with an oath, Becauſe 
thou haſt done this thing, and haſt not with. held thy 


bn, thine only ſon, in bleſſing, I will bleſſing thee ; and 
in multiplying, I will multiply thy feed, as the flars 


of heaven, and as the ſand upon the ſea-ſhore: And 


_ * Whoever is deſirous of ſeeing more to this effect, may con- 
ſult biſhop Patrict's commentary on this paſſage ; and Dr. 
Hunt's eflays for explaining ſcripture revelation, p. 100. and 
at page 267, 268. and onward, where the caſe at large of God's 
trying of Abraham in this extraordinary manner, cantrary to 
a prior law, is particularly vindicated, againſt the objeCtions 
uſually made to Abraham's proceeding. 
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10 ASERMON preached at Chatham, 
tions 'of the earth be bleſſed, becauſe thou haſt obeyed 
my voice. 8 | 
Let us now a little conſider the wiſe and good 

ends God, in the government of the world, might 
have in view in this particular tryal of Abraham. 
Idolatry had ſpread itſelf in the world, to the 
great degeneracy of mankind from the worſhip of 
the God of heaven. The ſupreme Being was wil- 
ling. to put a ſtop to fo prevailing an evil among 
men; and to this end made choice of Abraham, 
and his poſterity, as a ſingular inſtance of his fa- 
vour; and the reaſon of his trying him in ſo re- 
markable a manner, ſeems to have been deſigned of 
God, to cauſe his belief in him, and his truſt and 
dependance on him, to become remarkable in the 
world, in order to cure the growing evil of idola- 
try, and to eſtabliſh his worſhip among men. This 
will abundantly vindicate the divine proceeding in 
ſeparating the poſterity of Abraham from the reſt of 

mankind, by bringing them out of Egypt with a 

high hand, and a ftretched out arm; in doing many 

miraculous works in favour of that people, ſuffici- 
ent, one would have thought, to have baniſhed ido- 
latry out of the world ; particularly his bringing them 
thro the Red-Sea as on dry land, while their ene- 
mies, purſuing them, were entirely deſtroyed. Not 
long after this he gave them particular laws and cuſ- 

toms, in order to maintain among them the know- 
| ledge and worſhip of the one true God, and adapted 
them to their then preſent ſtate and circumſtances, 
in order to prevent their degeneracy by the influence 
of an idolatrous people. He at length brought them 
into the good land of Canaan, which he had promi- 
ſed to their forefathers, Abraham, I/aac, and Jacob, 
and ſubdued their enemies before them ; ſettled 
them in peace and fafety ; continued giving them 
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on Chriſtmas-day, 1737. 11 


ed ! ſafficient teſtimonies of his providential care and 
government over them. 


Theſe remarkable deliverances which God had 


. wrought out for them, were abundantly ſufficient 
to have imprinted upon their minds laſting impreſ- 
ſions, not only of his almighty power, but of his 
providential care and government over them : But, 
alas! what was the effect? They were perpetually 
murmuring againſt God, and diſtruſting his pro- 
 vidence: Their behaviour in the wilderneſs is ſur- 
priſing. God had, by a number of very wonder- 
ful works, delivered them from the Egyptian bondage 
and idolatry, and had guided them through the wil- 
 derneſs like a flock, till he brought them into the 


good land of Canaan, Theſe wonderful inſtances 


of the power and goodneſs of God manifeſted to 
this people, are well deſcribed, P/2/. Ixxviii. 13, 14. 
and onward: Marvellous things did God in the fight 
of their forefathers, in the land of Egypt, and in the 
field of Zoan; he divided the ſea, and cauſed them to 
paſs through; and he made the waters to ſtand on 


heaps, in the day alſo he led them with a cloud, and 
all night long with a hight of fire ; he clave the rock 
in the wilderneſs, and gave them drink, as out of the 


great depth ; he brought ftreams alſo out of the rocks, 
and cauſed the waters to run down like rivers: Ver. 


23. He commanded the clouds from above, and opened 
the doors of heaven; he rained down manna upon 


' them to eat; and feathered fowls as the ſand of the 
ea; he let it fall into the midſt of their camp, round 
about their habitations. Yet for all theſe inſtances 


of the goodneſs of God, the Pſalmiſt aſſures us, ver. 


| 17, 18. They ſinned yet more againſt him, by provoking 


the Mojt High in the wilderneſs ; they tempted God in 


| their hearts, by aſking meat for their luſt ; yea, they 


E | ſhake againſt God, and ſaid, 


Can God furniſh a table 
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12 ASramon prench'd at Chatham, 
in the wilderneſs? Behold, he ſmote the rock, that the 
of waters guſhed out, and the ftreams over flowed; but 
1 tan be give bread alſo * or can he provide fleſh for 
* bis people? And when it pleaſed God to ſhew forth 
his diſpleaſure againſt J/ae/ for their wickedneſs, | 
ad and deſtroyed many of them while the meat was in 
their mouths, ver. 30. Yet for all this they finned © 
more ſtall, and believed nat bis wonderful works ; they | 
kept not the covenant of God, but refuſed to walk in 
his laws; they forgat his works, and the wonders he 
had  ſhewed them, ver. 10, 11. They flattered him 
with their mouths, and lied unto 2 with their 
tongues, ver. 36. Their hearts were not right with 
him, neither were they ſtedfaſt in his covenant : But © 
God being full of compaſſion, forgave their iniquity, and © 
_ dejiroyed them not ; How often did they provoke bim 
in the wilderneſs, and grieve him in the deſert? Yea, 
they turned back, and tempted God, and limited the 
holy One of Iſrael : They remembered not his hand, 
| nor the day when he delivered them from their ene- 
| mies ʒ.— but turned back, and dealt unfaithfully; for 
they provoked him to anger with their graven images. 
14 Such was the unhappy ſtate of this people, tho 
14 they received ſuch undeniable evidences of the moſt 
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high God's ruling in heaven above, and in the earth 

beneath, and were expreſsly commanded not to 
make to themſelves any graven image, or any re- 

TR preſentation of the God of heaven, nor bow down 
. to any ſuch thing, to do de or adoration to it, 
|! they daringly preſumed upon the wilful tranſgreſ- : 
ſion of this poſitive law of God, and highly pro- 
| voked him, by building of altars and i images, after 

| the manner of the heathen, in their high places; 
where they worſhipped a number of falſe gods, to 
| | the great offence and diſhonour of the ſupreme _ 
11:48 Majeſty of heaven, Fudges x. 6, Sc. For this their 
1 5 wickedneſs, 
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wickedneſs, it pleaſed God to let them fall into the 
hands of their enemies, till they became truly ſen- 
ſible of the heinouſneſs of their crime, and were 


led to intreat the Lord to interpoſe to deliver them 


out of their troubles; and when God, in much 


goodneſs, delivered them, yet ſuch was their wick- 
edneſs, that they forſook him, and fell into idola- 


1 again. And when it pleaſed him to ſhew his 
5 diſpleaſure againſt them, they began to conſider 


from whence they were fallen: When God flew 
them, then they returned and enquired early after 
him, Pfal. Ixxxiv. 34. Yet upon his hearing their 


cry, and helping them out of their diſtreſs, they 


ſtill, in times of proſperity, forgot their former mi- 
ſery, and fell into the like calamity again : And this 


ſeems to have been the unhappy ſtate of this peo- 
ple, till after their return from the Babyloniſb cap- 
tivity, wherein they were greatly oppreſſed; which 
ſeems to have had the moſt remarkable influence 
upon them; for we do not certainly find that they 
any more revolted from the worſhip of the true God 
in any of thoſe inſtances before deſcribed: But yet 


they ſtrangely corrupted their religion, more ſtrictly 


| adhering to the traditions of men, than to the laws 
of God; which, when our Saviour came upon 
earth, he very ſharply reproved. They were very 


exact in ſome external ceremonies and cuſtoms of 
their religion, while they neglected the more weighty 
matters of the law, ſuch as judgment, mercy, and 


faith, 


Having given you ſome remarkable inſtances of 


the goodneſs of God in dealing with this people, 


and their ungrateful behaviour, and unhappy ſtate ; 


let us now proceed to conſider the circumſtances of 
the Gentile world, and we ſhall find that they were 


in a moſt deplorable condition: They ſeem to have 
85 . almoſt 
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almoſt wholly extinguiſhed the light of nature and 
reaſon, which were ſufficient of themſelves, if 
| rightly improved, to have led them to the know- 
ledge and worſhip of the one true God; but they 
departed from this, and gave themſelves wholly up 
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to idolatry. They ſeem very early to have paid ado- 
ration to the ſun, moon, and ſtars; which tho' in- 


deed the moſt glorious. parts of the univerſe, and 
inſtruments in the hand of God for conveying nu- 


merous benefits to mankind, yet they were wholly 
inexcuſable in worſhipping them; becauſe reaſon it- 
ſelf was ſafficient to have led them to the know- 


ledge and worſhip of the one only true God, the 


great creator of theſe and all other parts of the uni- 


verſe: For, as St. Paul aſſures us, the inviſible things 
of God are charly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 


that are made, even bis eternal power and godhead. 


But when they had once ſuffered this natural know- 


ledge of God to be corrupted, and had, as St. Paul 


tells us, changed the glory of God into a lie; they 
Worſhi ped and ſerved the creature more than the 
creator, wwho is God bleſſed for ever! © And whereas 


6 ſome paid adoration to the ſun, moon, and ſtars, 
«© becauſe of their beauty and uſefulneſs; ; {o others, 


* carried away with flattery to their kings and go- 
« yernours, deified and worſhipped, after their 


c deaths, many of their remarkable men who had 
been benefactors to their country. This latter, 
ſays a learned and eminent writer, © was the ido- 


e latry of the antient Greeks and Romans; thoſe 
e learned nations, who, in all other reſpects, im- 
“ proved and civilized themſelves to ſuch a degree, 


and cultivated all arts and ſciences to ſo high a 


<« pitch, that all countries in the world, in compa- 


w_ 


6 Dr. Samuel Clarke 4Sermon on the unity of Cod, vol. i. po 50, 


* riſon of them, were Riled, and juſtly accounted, 
| * barbarous: 


TE LOO on Chriſtmas- day, 1737. 15 
ce barbarous : But their religion, theſe learned and 
« famous people received, in the blindeſt and in the 


moſt ſtupid manner, from their ignorant and bar- 
e barous anceſtors; their Fupiter himſelf, the ob- 
e ject of their moſt ſolemn worſhip, was no other 
than a king, who, in the ancient, dark, and fa- 
2: © bulous ages, reigned in the iſle of Crete. But God 


Almighty being poſſeſſed of infinite power, majeſty, 
and glory, and being every where preſent, ſo that 


even the heaven of heavens cannot contain him, it was 


great weakneſs for men to worſhip, even heaven it- 


7 ſelf, inſtead of the divine Being who placed his 
? throne there; ſince he made the world, and all things 
hat are therein, and giveth to all life, and breath, 
and all things, it was prodigious folly to conceive 
that the godbead was like to gold or filver, graven by 


art or man's device. But moſt inexcuſable ftill was 


it, for men to debaſe themſelves fo far, as to worſhip 
the images of creatures beneath their own rank: 
: And, therefore, with regard to theſe two laſt parti- 
culars, the apoſtle juſtly reproaches the Gentiles, 
; = when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
16G mag! 

* their fooliſh heart was darkened : Profeſſing them 
+ ſelves to be wiſe, they became fools; and changed the 


d, but became vain in their imaginations, and 


glory of the uncorruptible God, into an image made 


lite to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 
: beaſts, and creeping things, Rom. i. 21, 22. What- 
ever temptation there might be in a time of ſtupid 
ignorance and darkneſs for paying an undue reſpect 
to the ſun, moon, and ſtars, thoſe glorious lumi- 
naries, which are the means of conveying ſuch nu- 
merous bleſſings to us; yet the changing the glory 
2 of the incorruptible God, into an image made like to 
1 corruptible man, and to birds, and beafts, and creep- 
ing things, is ſo very abſurd, that it is wholly inex- 


” _ cuſable! 
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cuſable. It argues ſuch a degree of blindneſs and 
ſtupidity, that one could hardly believe that men 
ſhould ſo far debaſe themſelves, did not ſacred hiſ- 
tory, as well as profane, afford us undeniable evi- 
dences. Moſes informs us, that even the Fews them- 
ſelves, in the wilderneſs, made them a molten calf, 
and worſhipped it, and ſaid, Theſe be thy Gods that 
bave brought thee out of the land of Egypt: And 
they proclaimed a feaſt unta it, and offered burnt- 
offerings and peace-offerings ; and the people ſat dum 
to eat and to drink, and roſe up to play, Exod. xxxii. 
4, 5, 6. And in the firſt book of Kings, the ſacred 
hiſtorian gives us an account of the extreme folly 
and madneſs of the children of 1/-ael in worſhipping 
| an idol, called by the name of Baal; which is ge- 
| nerally thought to be deſigned to repreſent Belus, an 
" antient king of Aria, whoſe worſhip Abab had 
| ceeſtabliſhed in oppoſition to the adoration of the God 
| 
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Elijab ſo confounded the children of Mrael, by per- 
. ſuading them, that the God who anſwered by fire 


. ſhould be God. They were fo infatuated in the be- 


r „4c 


| lief that Baal would affiſt them, (though nothing 
but a lifeleſs image) that they concluded to put it 

| upon the iſſue according as Elijah had ſaid: But to 

| their great ſurprize and terrour, they found them- 
4 ſelves miſerably deceived; and yet were ſo ſtupid, 
il that they cried out aloud from morning until noon ; 
if and when he refuſed to anſwer, they were fo vexed | 
| and terrified, that they cut themſebves till the blood | 

| ' guſhed out, 1 Kings xviii. 22---40. In order to ma- 

| nifeſt the true God among this people, (as this gave 

| a favourable opportunity, when they found them- | 

| ſelves ſo miſerably deceived in their own) Elijab 
called upon the name of the Lord God of heaven, 
and intreated him to appear, in a remarkable man- 
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her, to convince this ſtupid people of their great 
folly. And when God had anſwered Elijab's re- 


queſt in a miraculous manner, by fire from heaven, 


and conſumed the ſacrifice, it had indeed, for the 
preſent, the deſired effect, and they cried out, The 
Lord he is God ! The Lord he is God! As to the 
number of Gods, to whom the Gentile world paid 
adoration, and built temples, they are too tedious 


here to mention, being almoſt infinite. 


From what has been already ſaid, we ſee the un- 
happy ſtate of mankind before the coming of Chriſt : 
They worſhipped the hoſt of heaven, deified their 


deceaſed kings and benefactors, and repreſented the 


ſupreme being under the likeneſs of birds and four- 
footed beaſts, and creeping things. And this was 
done, not only in the heathen world, but even 
among a people that had received the moſt ſurpri- 


ſing manifeſtations of the unlimited power of God, 


concerned in working deliverances for them times 
without number! FC 
It is proper to obſerve, that it pleaſed God, even 


among the Gentiles, now and then, to raiſe up 
: ſome wiſe and good men, who ſhined as ſo many 


lights in a dark place; who made it their buſineſs 


to ſtudy and practiſe the duties of natural religion 


themſelves, and taught and exhorted others to do 


the like. Such a one ſeems to have been pious Job. 
Among the Greeks, Socrates ſeems to have been 


e an extraordinary example.* After him Plato, 
* Ariſtotle, and others.” Among the Romans, Ci- 


cero, and ſeveral others, too tedious here to mention; 
who gave to the world admirable ſyſtems of mora- 
lity : So that it may be very juſtly ſuppoſed, that 


theſe men were raifed up, and deſigned by oo 
5 >: | ence, 


See what Plato ſays in his Apology, as tranſlated by Dr. Sa- 


1 mueb ClaFke, Boyle's lectures, p. 284, 285. laſt edition. 
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dence, to be inſtruments in the hand of God, in 
reproving and putting a check to the extreme ſu- 
peritition and wickedneſs which abounded in the 
nations wherein they lived. Yet notwithſtanding all 
theſe aſſiſtanees and inſtructions of the greateſt phi. 
loſophers in the heathen world, they were never 
able to reform any confiderable part of mankind : 
Their philoſophy proved ineffectual to recover 


them from their abſurd and unnatural idolatry, or 
to bring them to the acknowledgement and wor- 


ſhip of the one true God.---So ſmall was the in- 
fluence which they gained upon the minds of men, 
even with reſpe& to juſtice and equity, that very 


* few were juſt and equitable upon right principles: 
On the contrary, intemperance, luxury, and un- 


* natural uncleannefs, were commonly practiſed 
even in the moſt civilized countries. This was 
the miſerable ftate of our idolatrous forefathers, 


that even the wiſeſt among them were ignorant of 
things of the greateſt importance: How, or in what 
manner, God would be acceptably worthipped, they 


knew not; neither upon what terms mankind might 
be received to the favour of a juſtly offended God. 
Such was their corrupted ſtate in the great Socrates's 


time, that he confeſſed his weakneſs and inſuffici- 


ency to reform mankind: © Ye may even give over, 


.* ſays be, * all hopes of reforming mens manners 


« for the future, unleſs God be pleaſed to ſend you 
« ſome other inſtructor.” And Plato, to the ſame 
effect: Whatever is ſet right in the preſent evil 
:**. ſtate of the world, can be only fo by the parti- 
* cular interpoſition of God” 5 


HFaving thus at large deſcribed the deplorable ö 
of Chriſt into 


ſtate of mankind before the coming 


3 


the world, it appears from the whole they were, by | 


* Dr. Samuel Clarks's Bals lectures, p. god.--——---- 
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a fit emblem, deſcribed by the apoſtle as trad in 


Ins; that is, overwhelmed in corruption by a wilful 


degeneracy and apoſtaſy from God; they were dead 
to all the purpoſes of religion. The emblem which 


the apoſtle uſes, very fitly repreſents their caſe: For 


although every habitual ſinner, in a natural ſenſe, 
is alive, when the organs of his body regularly per- 
form their ſeveral offices; yet, in a moral ſenſe, he 


is dead. This the apoſtle affirms, ſpeaking of per- 


ſons who indulge ſenſual affections, that they are 


dead while they live. Sin is as certain a deſtruction 
of the ſoul, as diſeaſes are of the body: For as the 
natural health of the body conſiſts in the ſeveral 


| parts thereof regularly performing their reſpective 


offices; ſo, on the contrary, when any of theſe are 
interrupted in their courſes, there generally enſues 


ſickneſs, pain, and the like, and at laſt death itſelf. 


So likewiſe with regard to the ſoul, when our in- 
telligent faculties are imployed in their proper buſi- 
neſs, purſuing the end they were principally de- 
ſigned for, even to bring glory to God, then only 
are our minds fitted for all the operations of di- 
vine grace to have their proper influence upon 
them, But, on the other hand, the abuſe of theſe. 
noble powers, which God gave us for wiſe and good 


ends, is a diſeaſe and the ſickneſs of the ſoul. And, 


in like manner, as the body, when brought into an 


| utter incapacity for all its natural uſes and purpoſes, 
dies, and is diffolved into its primitive duſt ; fo we, 
in our moral capacities, by an habitual corruption 


of thoſe excellent faculties of the ſoul, become, as 
the text expreſſes it, dead in fins. This had been 


ö the caſe of the Epheſian church; yet when they 


were in this deplorable ſtate, God, who 1s rich in 
mercy, for the great love wherewith he loved them, 


5 ſays the apoſtle, even when they were dead in fins, 


1 quickned 
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his infinite goodneſs; 
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qui ickned them together with Chrift. And the fame 

might juſtly be faid concerning all thoſe of the 
Gentile world to whom the grace of the goſpel is 
made known. 


It abundantly appears from what has been aid 


concerning the ſtate and circumſtances of mankind, 
that there was nothing in us that could any way pre- 


vail with God to ſhew us ſo great a favour, as the 


ſending his only-begotten Son into the world that 


we, who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, might 
live through him. This muſt proceed alone from 
he commiſerated our caſe, 
he conſidered we were but duſt; and his mercy 
and compaſſion has happily prevented our eternal 


"FUL" This brings us to conſider, 


II. The unſpeakable love of God to mankind, 
m ſending his own Son into the world for our re- 
demption and falvation! God, who is rich in mercy, 


for his great love wherewith he Irved us ;--- when Wwe 


Were DEAD IN SINS, hath quickned us together with 
Chrift. 

The great God is poſſeſſed of all perfections, 
*which are the juſt ground of our adoration and 
honour; yet that which more immediately endears 
the divine Being to us, is this glorious attribute of 


goodneſs, which is diſt inguiſhed in the text by the 


terms of mercy and ove. © Tis GoopNEss that 
“ finiſhes the idea we have of Gop; and re- 
s preſents him to us under the lovely character of 
being the beſt, as well as the greateſt being in 
e the univerſe.” This is that glorious attribute 
ak is in itſelf infinitely amiable, and which ſo 
diſplayed itſelf in all the other perfections of the di- 
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vine nature, that it cauſes every one of them to be- 


dome tho object of pur love as well as of our adora- 7 


tion. 
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tion. How great then is our happineſs, that we are 
under the government of ſo good and gracious a 


God; whoſe goodneſs is inveſted with ſupreme do- 


minion, and tempers the rigour of unrelenting 


Juſtice. He is the inexhauſtible fountain of benefi- 
cence, from whence the whole frame of nature de- 
rives its being; by which all creatures in the uni- 
verſe are continually ſupported and preſerved, and 
from which we derive all our preſent enjoyments 
and our future hopes! This is the darling attribute 


which the ſupreme Being delights to deſcribe him- 


ſelf by, and which ſeems to have put him upon re- 


conciling mercy with juſtice! His mercy and com- 


on towards a loſt world, happily prevented our 


ruin and deſtruction, we being by an univerſal cor- 


ruption loſt in fin, and utterly fallen ſhort of the 


glory of God. The Father of mercies, and the 


God of all comfort and conſolation, was moved, by 


his own internal goodneſs and compaſſion, to ſhew 


forth his mercy to fallen man; and, in order to 


prevent our eternal miſery, ſent his only-begotten 


Son into a ſinful world, that he might reform 
the lives and manners of men, redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify to himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works, And how great was the 
condeſcenſion of our dear Redeemer and lover of 

ſouls, that he ſhould fo voluntarily quit the glories 
of heaven for our ſakes! He who was unſpeakably 

happy in the boſom of his father, as a manifeſta- 
tion of his love to us, in great humiliation took 
upon him our nature, and became man, and ſub- 
mitted to the loweſt ſtate and condition of life 


upon earth, where he reſerved not ſo much as a 
place to lay his head. If we trace his life from 


the manger to the croſs, we ſhall find that he 
met with innumerable" difficulties, and very bafe 
y treatment 
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treatment from the hands of wicked men: Yet, 


notwithſtanding this, he continually went about do- 


ing good, both to the ſouls and bodies of men, As 
to their bodies, he healed many that were fick and 
diſeaſed, cured the blind and deaf, and cauſed the 


lame to walk upright : As to their ſouls, he taught 
and inſtructed them in the great points of duty both 
towards God and man: He laboured to recover 


among men the facred worſhip due to the one true 
God of heaven ! He particularly inſtructed men in 
thoſe points of duty which are of the higheſt im- 
portance, and enforced the practice of them with 


the promiſe of great and eternal rewards in a life 


to come; and threatned the diſobedient impe- 
nitent ſinners, with everlaſting deſtruction from the 
preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
porter. And having finiſhed the buſineſs which he 
came down upon earth to do, labouring daily to re- 
cover mankind out of their univerſal degeneracy, by 
eſtabliſhing the true worſhip of God in the world, 
and teaching men their neceſſary and indiſpenſable 


duty; and ſhewing them the abſolute neceſſity of 
repenting and reforming, in order to their accept- 
ance with God: And having ſufficiently inſtructed 


the children of men in the truth of his pure and un- 
corrupted doctrine, and given them the moſt unde- 
niable evidences of his divine miſſion, by the great- 
_ neſs and number of his miracles, which he wrought 


in confirmation of it, he at laſt laid down his life a 
facrifice for ſin, and ſealed the teſtimony of his doc- | 
trine with his own blood. But after this, as another | 
evidence of his divine miſſion, he roſe again from the |. 
dead, according to his own prediction, and aſcended 
Into heaven, where he appears in the preſence of God 


for-us: Wherefore, ſays the apoſtle to the Hebrews, 


chap. vii. 25. be is able to ſave to the utmoſt all that 


come | 
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come to God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make in- 
ferceſſion for them. Theſe are ſome of the moſt un- 
deniable evidences of Chriſt's love to us, as well as 
a confirmation of the truth of his doctrine, But it 
does not ceaſe here; the deſign of his goſpel was to 


23 


be univerſal; this was his commiſſion to his diſciples, 


Go ye into all the world, and preach the goſpel to every | 
creature ; that is, to every rational creature ; be that 
believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; that i is, he 


who believeth the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, and en- 


ters into an obligation to die unto fin, and riſe unto 
newneſs of lite, (of which things baptiſm is a fit em- 
blem, by the perſon $ being immerged in water, and 
raiſed up again) and continues to live ſuitably to his 
chriſtian profeſſion, by abiding in all thoſe graces 
and virtues which are the excellencies of the goſpel, 


ſuch ſhall, through the merits of that one all- ſufficient 


facrifice of Chriſt, be eternally ſaved. And as this 
is a moſt certain evidence of Chriſt's love to us, in 
thus dying to procure eternal ſalvation for us; ſoit is 
alſo a moſt aſtoniſhing inſtance of the love and good- 
neſs of God, to point out this way and means for our 


happineſs, to give his own Son to die for the fins of 


men, aud to declare his acceptance of his death as a 
facrifice for fin, and a ſufficient vindication of his 


holy and righteous laws, which had been violated by 
the ſins of men. 


It became neceſſary i in the * of govern- 
ment, that God ſhould ſhew forth his diſpleaſure 


| againſt fin; and upon Chriſt's thus interpoſing be- 
tween the ſinner and an offended God, and laying 


down his life a ranſom for us, God was pleaſed to 
accept of his death as a propitiation for the fins of 


"the world, This ſeems, indeed, to have been an 
agreement between the F ather and Son ; the Father 


of mercies was inclined and willing to ſhew 
0 his 
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his Iove to men; but at the ſame time it became 
him, as the all-wiſe governor of the world, to ſhew 
alſo his diſpleaſure againſt fin, The Son was wil- 
ling to give his life a ranſom for the world, and the 
Father declared his readineſs to accept of it, as a 
facrifice for the fins of all thoſe who ſhould be pre- 
vailed on to repent, amend, and reform ; and has 
declared his readineſs to receive to his favour every 
repenting and returning ſinner, upon the gracious 
and merciful terms of the goſpel covenant. 

This is ſuch an inſtance of love and mercy, as 
cannot be parallel'd, nor ſufficiently entertain'd with 


joy and thankfulneſs. We ſhall always ſtand in 


want of words ſuitably to praiſe and adore the 


goodneſs of God in ſending, and the readineſs and 


willingneſs of our dear Redeemer to be ſent, as | 
a propitiation for fin ; Lo I come to do thy will, 0 
God, was a prophetical deſcription of his readineſs | 


to obey the will of his Father. We might very 
juſtly have expected, that God would have ſent his 
Son to take vengeance on a ſinful world for its re- 
bellion againſt him, in trampling under feet his 
laws, and deſpiſing his ſoveraignty and dominion 
over them: But God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 


dead in fins, hath quickned us together with Chriſt. 
By quickning us together with Chriſt, muſt be un- 


derſtood his .renewing of our natures by affording 

us all neceflary means for the mortifying our luſt | 
and corruption, which had a natural tendency to | 
draw our ſouls to worldly gratifications: He has re- 
ſtored us, by the life and doctrine of Chriſt, from the 


utter incapacity which we were in to all the true 
purpoſes of religion: He has quichned us together | 
with him, by deſtroying the power and dominion of 


fin, that we ſhould not ſerve it in the luſt thereof. | 
—— Chriſt 
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Chriſt has, by the appointment of God, conquered 


death, and led captive the king of terrors ; has aſ- 
ſured us of our reſurrection by his own; he has 


happily brought life and immortality to light through 


the goſpel, and has opened the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers; has aſſured us of a future ſtate of 


happineſs, and life eternal, in the enjoyment of the 


favour of God, in Whoſe preſence there 1s fulneſs of 


joy, and at whoſe right band there are pleaſures for. 


evermore, This is the bleſſed and happy effect 


of our dear Redeemer's incarnation, of his mini- 


ſtring to us, and ſuffering for us; which ought to 


kindle in the breaſt of every rational creature, to 
whom it is made known, ſuch ardent ohio for 


him, and defires after him, as ſhould cauſe us to 
abandon every appearance of evil. In a word, we 
ſhould be continually endeavouring, not only to 


hate and abandon ſin, but to promote his intereſt 


in the world, by a life of virtue and true godli- 
neſs, from the conſideration that Chri/t has ſo loved 


us as to give himſelf for us. 


I am ſenſible that from ſome particular paſſages 
of ſcripture, wherein God is repreſented as decla- 


ring his abhorrence of men for their ſins, ſome 


have been led to entertain a very different concep- 


tion of the ſupreme Being from what J have given; 
and have repreſented him as though he was not of 


himſelf inclined to be propitious to his creatures, 
till Chriſt interpoſed and made ſatisfaction to his 


divine juſtice : But if we ſeriouſly conſider, we ſhall 
ſoon find that this will terminate in a very diſho- 
nourable repreſentation of Almighty God: It is a 
repreſenting him as ſtern and inflexible, and inſiſt- 


ing upon a ſtrict and rigorous ſatisfaction to his 
3 juſtice, 
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26 AS ERMON reach d at Chatham, 
juſtice, and acting as though he was void of the 
goodneſs, mercy, and love with which our text in- 
forms us he abounds; God, who ig rich in mercy, for 
bis great love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in fins, at the greateſt diſtance from him, 

by the evil and demerit of fin, yet he, in great 
compaſſion, hath quickned us together with Chriſt ; 

by grace ye are ſaved. 

As this 1s a matter of great importance, ſo it de- 
ſerves to be conſidered with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs 
and care. I muſt acknowledge that it may ſeem 
to be a pious extolling of the love of our Re- 
deemer, and the exceeding greatneſs of the work 


Which "By undertook, in order to redeem mankind 


from death and miſery everlaſting, to repreſent the 


ſeverity of the juſtice of an incenſed God, and to . 


deſcribe him as exacting a ſtrict and rigorous ſatiſ- 
faction for ſin, and no ways inclined to be merci- 


ful to his periſhing creatures, till prevailed upon 


22 the meritorious death and ſufferings of Chriſt: I 


y, this at firſt fight may appear to be exalting the 


| ere of the love of Chriſt, and the dignity of 

his merit; which things can never be too much 
magnified | in a conſiſtent manner: But let us take 
care that we do not repreſent God as inſiſting and 


acting in the exerciſe of ſome one perfection, i in 
ſuch a manner as confounds and deſtroys another; 


for by this means, while we are contending for his 
juſtice being fatisfied, we fhall diveſt him of good- 


neſs, mercy, and compaſſion, 


We ought then ſe- 
riouſly t to conſider, that it is no leſs 1 injurious to re- 


ligion to diminiſh the original goodneſs and com- 
paſſion of the Father of mercies, than tis pious to 


be. rr ſenſible of the greatuek of the redemp- 
| tion 
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tion purchaſed by the blood of Chriſt. We ought 
indeed, and 'tis what highly becomes us as chriſ- 
tians, to exalt and magnify the exceeding greatneſs 
of the love of our Redeemer in dying for our fins; 
but at the ſame time it as highly hecomes us to 
adore the goodneſs and love of God in ſending his 
Son to die for that end, and in accepting of his 
death as a ſacrific for ſin. ED 

To give but one inſtance more : the juſtice of 


God may ſeem at firſt fight to be greatly magni- 


fied, by ſuppoſing that it requires an abſolute neceſ- 
ſity either of inflicting an infinite puniſhment, or of 


demanding an infinite ſatisfaction : But let us con- 
ſider, that by thus repreſenting the caſe, we leave 
no room for goodneſs and mercy to be exerciſed, 


and diveſt Almighty God of that perfection in 


which he chiefly delights. The facred ſcriptures 


ſeem conſtantly to ſpeak of the ſufferings of Chriſt 


as the means freely appointed, and freely accepted, 


by the mere goodneſs and mercy of God, and not 
as an adequate atonement which made our pardon 


due by any claim of right that we can pretend to 
plead that we have a title to. On the contrary, 
'tis alone of the free grace and favour of God, both 


to appoint and accept of Chriſt's death as a propi- 


tiation for the fins of the world. 
From hence we learn then, that the deliverance 
which Chriſt has wrought out for us, is to be aſcri- 


bed both to the love of Chriſt, who freely and vo- 


luntarily gave his life a ranſom for us; and to the 
original love and goodneſs of God, who was plea- 
ſed to appoint this method of ſhewing forth his 
diſpleaſure againſt fin, and to accept of the death 
of his Son as an atonement for it, So that God, 
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who abounds with goodneſs, mercy, and love, has 
declared himſelf ready to accept of all returning 
ſinners, upon their true repentance and real amend- 
ment of life, which are the terms propoſed by the 
goſpel covenant, and ſealed by the blood of Chriſt. 
Beſides, the death of our Lord and Saviour in it- 
ſelf, is an undeniable evidence of God the Father's 
original goodneſs and love to men; that rather 
than the whole rational creation ſhould periſh for 
want of a Saviour, he in compaſſion to us ſent his 
own Son into the world to die for us, that he 
might put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. The 
love of Chriſt then muſt be allowed to be the 
mediating cauſe between God and man; who vo- 
luntarily laid down his life to fave ours! But 
 GOD's GoopN ESS and Love were antecedent to 
this; he was originally inclined to be merciful to 
his creatures, and his compaſſion moved him to 
ſend his Son into the world to reſtore us to hap- 
ineſs, and give us the proſpect of life eternal! 
he inſpired writers of the new teftament ſeem _ 
conſtantly to urge the goodneſs of God as the 
we motive and argument to excite us to make 
itable returns of love and obedience to him. 
St, Paul, in his epiſtle to the Romans, chap. v. 5. 
as an inſtance of this, tells the Roman converts, 
that the love of God was ſbed abroad in their hearts; 
and adds the effect of God's love: For when ye 
were yet without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died 
for the ungodly. And in his ſecond epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, chap. v. 18. he repreſents God the 
Father not only as conſenting to our redemption 
by Chriſt as the author of it, but ſuppoſes it 
to derive its original from God: All things are * 
God, 


| on Chriſtmas-day, 1737. 29. 
God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus 


Chrift our Lord. In the words of our text he, 
with great propriety of ſpeech, expreſſes the happy 


ſtate of the Epheſian church, as wholly owing to 


the boundleſs goodneſs and favour of God. He 


had been juſt before repreſenting their corrupted 


ſtate as ntterly fallen ſhort of the glory of God, 


they being dead in ins: But here, in order to 
magnify his goodneſs and love, he breaks out in- 
to a kind of rapture of admiration ; Bur GOD, 
(gays he) who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
| ewwherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in 


3 ſins, hath quickned us together with Chriſt ; by 


grace ye are ſaved; that is, it was alone of the 


favour of God, that they were put into ſo happy 
a ſtate. At chap. 1. ver. 5. and onward, the ſame 


thing is ſtill further illuſtrated: Having a 
rift 


nated you to the adoption of children by Feſus C 
to himſelf, according to the good pleaſure of his will, 
to the praiſe and glory of his grace, who hath made 


us accepted in the beloved ; in whom we hath redemp- 


tion through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſons, 
according to the riches of his grace, wherein he hath 


abounded towards us in all wiſdom and prudence; 


and having made known to us the myſtery of his 
will, according to the good pleaſure which he pur- 


4 poſed in himſelf, that in the diſpenſation of the ful- 


neſs of time, he might gather together all things in 
Chriſt, The ſcripture abounds with inſtances of 


this kind, fignifying that the coming of Chriſt in- 


to the world for the redemption of mankind, was 
wholly owing to the original love, and effential 


goodneſs of God the Father. 2 The. ii. 13. We 
are bound to give thanks always to God for you, 
brethren, 
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30 ASE RMON preached at Chatham, 
| brethren, beloved of the Lord, becauſe God hath, 


from the beginning, choſen you to ſalvation through 
ſanctiſication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. 
And the apoſtle John affirms the fame thing, 
1 epiſt. chap. iii. ver. 1. Behold, (ſays he) what man- 
ner of love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that 
due ſhould be called the fons of God. Ver. 16. Here- 
by (fays he) we percei ve the love of God towards us, 
becauſe God ſent his only-begotten Son into the world, 
that we might live through him : Herein is love; 
not that we loved God, but that be loved us, and ſent 
bis Son to be the propitiation for our fins. And our 
Lord himſelf ſtill more expreſſly affirms, That God 

fo loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not pe- 

riſh, but have everlaſting life. 5 
Having mentioned the deplorable ſtate and con- 
dition of mankind antecedent to our redemption 
by Chriſt, and aſcribed that redemption to the 
original and eſſential goodneſs of God the Father, 
and not to any merit of our own, that could any 
way excite the divine Being to beſtow ſo great a 
favour upon us, we being, as J have at large 
ſhewn, dead in fins, and overwhelmed in corrup- 
tion; the apoſtle might well ſay, in the laſt words 
of my text, by grace ye are ſaved, The infinite 
and eternal God was moved by his own bowels 
of compaſſion to commiſerate our caſe, and ſend 
his only-begotten Son to redeem a loſt world! O 
love immenſe! O goodneſs beyond conception! 
Limited by nothing, but infinite and unerring 
_ wiſdom! Well might the apoſtle break out into 
an extaſy of admiration, But God, who is rich in 
mercy; that is, who is poſſeſſed of infinite and 
ws 1 2 
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unbounded goodneſs for the great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in fins, hath 


' quickned us together with Chriſt ; by grace ye are 


ſaved. I proceed now, 


III. To conſider, as ſome proper uſes from the 
whole, what returns become rational creatures to 
make to ſo good and ſo beneficent a being for the 
favours which he, in his boundleſs goodneſs, hath 
beſtowed upon uus. 


And then, has God Almighty delivered us out of 


the deplorable condition which I have at large de- 
ſcribed, and this by ſo ſingular an inſtance, as the 


ending of his only-begotten Son into the world, that 
awe might live through him? Certainly then it is the 
| leaſt that we can do, in return to God for this ſo 
ineſtimable a favour, to ſet about the great buſineſs 
of reforming our lives and manners, which was 


one great end of our bleſſed Redeemer's incarnation 
and ſufferings. And for us to act otherwiſe, will. 


argue the higheſt ingratitude both to God and 
Chriſt, For men to go on in a careleſs ſtate of 
negligence and inſenſibility, is an evidence that 
they are ſtill, as the text expreſſes it, dead in ſius, 
and loſt in corruption. O unhappy ſtate ! miſera- 
ble, paſt remedy! Becauſe life and immortality are 
now brought to hght, and ſet before us in the 


cleareſt manner, and there are none of us that can 


well be ignorant of the great and important duties 


of religion: We muſt therefore be infinitely more 


inexcuſable than our idolatrous forefathers, who, 


tis more than probable, had they enjoyed the bleſ- 


| ſed advantages for knowing the mind of God 


which we poſſeſs, in a religion which has all the 


marks 
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32 A 8ER MON preached at Chatham, 
marks and evidences of coming from him, they 
would, with the greateſt thankfulneſs, have em- 


| braced it; eſpecially if we take their own account 


of the neceſſity which ſome of their greateſt men 
ſaw of God's interpoſing for the deliverance of 


mankind : So that our miſery muſt conſequently 


be ſo much the greater, as we fall from ſo much 
the more exalted means of being made happy, 
Beſides, it is the greateſt affront imaginable to the 
great author of our beings, and the wiſe diſpoſer 


of all events, for us to negle& embracing ſo great 


a deliverance as God, in his infinite goodneſs, has 


propoſed to us. Let us then rouze our ſelves out 


of this ſpiritual lethargy, and remember that God 
has made us rational creatures, and therefore it will 
be our higheſt wiſdom, as well as happineſs both 


here and hereafter, (and what is juſtly expected from 


us as reaſonable beings) to exert thoſe noble powers 


which God has implanted in our natures in endea- 


vouring to promote the glory of God, and the in- 
tereſt of Chriſt's kingdom, by a life of virtue and 


true godlineſs, continually labouring fo adorn the 


doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. This 


indeed will be highly becoming our profeſſion as 


chriſtians, and will be acting as rational creatures, 
duly ſenſible of the favours and mercies which we 
enjoy, and which flow alone from the free bounty 


of an infinitely wiſe, good, and gracious God. 


But, 2dly, has God, in his infinite love to men, 


ſent his Son to die for our fins, and hereby decla- 
red his merciful acceptance of our pious and fin- 
cere endeavours after a holy and righteous life, as 


the terms on which he will, for the future, pardon 
and accept of his guilty creatures? Let us then, as 
reaſonable 
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reaſonable beings, deſirous of happineſs, alain 


from every appearance of evil; let us lay g 

every weight, and the fin which doth fo eafily be- 

fet us, and run with patience the chriſtian race 
ſet before us: Let us give all diligence, to add to 


our faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and 


to knowledge temperance, patience, godlineſs, bro- 
_ therly-kingneſs, and charity, well knowing that, 
F ue do theſe things, wwe ſhall never fall, but 
mall have ground to apply to ourſelves the bleſ- 


ſed affurance of having an entrance adminiſtred 


unto us abundantly, into the everlaſting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 
But, 3dly, Our obligations to make theſe re- 
turns to God for the favours which we enjoy, 
are exceedingly heightned when we look back- 
ward, and reflect upon our paſt degenerate ſtate, 
There was nothing that could excite the diyine 
compaſſion but our miſery : For we were, ac- 


cording to the expreſſion of an eminent divine, 


Rebels and enemies to God by wicked works, 
* and up in arms againſt heaven, and at open 
„ defiance with our maker,” Yet ſuch was 
his mercy and compaſſion, as to ſend his own 


Son into the world to offer us terms of peace and 


reconciliation upon our repentance and amend- 


ment of life: And this was done freely and vo- 


luntarily, out of his own innate goodneſs; there 
was no neceſſity of God's interpoſing, with any 
views to add to his own infinite and unſpegkable 
happineſs: No! he would have been tranſcen- 
dently happy, though we had remained unſpeak- 
ably miſerable. Man can no ways be profitable 

to God; as he that is wife may be profitable to bim- 
TE : E Lak Fel, 
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felf. But though this be undeniably true, that. 


we can no ways add to the happineſs of God, 

yet let us remember that there is ſomething, of 
very great importance, for us to do, if ever we 
expect to be made happy in a future ſtate; and 
this is to be ſincerely. reforming our own lives 
and manners by the practice of all virtue and 


righteouſneſs of life ; ; for without holineſs no man 


ſhall fee the Lord. It is this that muſt prepare 


our minds for the enjoyment of that kingdom 


of glory and bleſſedneſs, into which nothing 


ſhall in any wiſe enter which defiles, or is an 
abomination in the ſight of God. For as im- 
poſſible as it is for the purity of the divine na- 
ture to be reconciled to fin, (which is utterly 


impoflible, and which he has given us the moſt 


undeniable evidence of in the death of his own 
Son to atone for it) ſo certain it is, that no 
wicked or unregenerate perſon can, in any wiſe, 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. God has, tis 
true, ſent his Son to die for our fins, and in our 
ſtead, to purchaſe eternal ſalvation for us; but 
it is not poſſible, nor was it ever deſigned, that 
any unreformed or .unpurified nature ſhould be 
thereby made partaker of that ſalvation. Chriſt 
has, tis true, done every thing that is neceſſary 
on his part; but notwithſtanding all this, if we 
{till remain finally 1mpenitent, and refuſe all the 
calls and invitations of his goſpel, and will not 
do what he has abſolutely required that we 
ſhould do for ourſelves; if men will ſtill chuſe 


to continue in the ſervice of fin, rather than 


come forth into the glorious li berty of the chil- 
dren mo God, they muſt, notwithſtandin gall that 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt has done for them, utterly periſh in their 


own corruption. It is vain for men to expect 
the imputation of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
while they continue in the practice of fin un- 


repented of, or live in an open violation of the 
holy and righteous laws of God. This is a very 


falſe and greundleſs imagination, yet ſuch a one 
by which, I fear, many deceive themſelves, and 
are ready to think that the vices which they 
commit, will be looked upon by God, through 
the merits of Chriſt, as pardonable infirmities: 
They are too frequently led by this falfe ima- 


gination, to plead in excuſe for themſelves and 
their wickedneſs, that their natures are weak 


and frail, and the temptations that enſnare them, 
are too great for fleſh and blood to encounter 
with; or elſe that the devil is a ſubtil adver- 


ary, and who can withſtand ſo potent an enemy? 


Aſk the moſt profligate men, that believe the 


chriſtian religion, what they think of a future 
life, and they will tell you that God is merci- 
ful, and the merits of Chriſt are infinite, and 


therefore they hope to have their fins pardoned. 


and atoned for through them. But let all ſuch 


remember, that it is unalterably decreed, that no 
wicked perſon ſhall enter into the kingdom of 


heaven ; and that if ever they hepe or expett to. 
be happy hereafter, they muſt became obedient 
to the holy and righteous laws of God here. 
| Religion muſt not only appear outwardly in our 
lives and converſations, but it muſt likewiſe be 
ſeated at the heart, as the center of all our 
actions; it muſt be an inward and real diſpoſi- 


tion of heart and foul, which muſt ſhew forth 
£2: nmel 
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Ialf in the real practice of holineſs and virtue; 
in promoting the honour of God, the kingdom 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the good of ſouls, which 

art inſeparable. Let us then baniſh thoſe weak 


excuſes we are now ready to make to men like 


ourſelves, för our not becoming truly religious, 
and remember that they will be no juſt excuſe 
great tribunal of God. He who 
knoweth the hearts of all men, will not be 0 
mocked, nof ſuffer his righteous laws to be 


trampled upon; and though he forbears inflick- * 


ing of the puniſhment which our fins juſtly. 
deſerve, in order that his goodneſs may lead us 
to repentance and renewed obedience ; yet in 
the end he will aſſuredly puniſh the impenitent 
finner : For St. Paul aſſures us, we muſt all ap» 
pear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every 


- may receive the things done in his body, ac 


cording to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad. He will appoint to every one accord- | 
ing to their teſpeCtive deſerts, when he ſhall be 
Fevealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in 


faming fire, taking vengeance on them who know 


not God, and vbey not the goſpel of our Lord Fe- 
fs Chriſt; who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
deftruttion from the preſence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power. 

But, fourthly and laſtiy, As we have been con- 
fidering the onſpakable love of God in the gift 


of his Son, whoſe incarnation we on this day 


commemorate, may a juſt ſenſe of the great de- 
liverance which he has wrought out for us, en- 
gage us with thankful hearts to praiſe him, not 
only with our lips, but with our lives, by de- 

| voting 
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durſelves more intently to the ſervice of 


voting 
Bod, in walking before him in all holineſs and 
righteouſneſs of life, We are, bleſſed be God, 
at — favoured with the ſmiles of his pro- 


vidence, in that we enjoy our rights and our 


privileges to ſerve the God of heaven in ſuch a 

manner as we conceive to be moſt acceptable 

to him. We are freed from the darkneſs, igno- 

rance, and ſuperſtition, which wete N uni- 
; verſally throughout the world, before our bleſſed 

- Redeemer came upon earth; which he, to out 


happineſs, has graciouſly expelled ; and though 


corruptions have crept into his own religion, 


and which he indeed very plainly told would 
come to paſs, by mens — lovers of themſelves 


more than werf of et, we be iy 
it is our 3 to * freed from the powet 


and authority of men, who impoſe their weak 
and traditional doctrines, as of equal authority 


with the laws of God, and this too upon pain 
of impriſonment, confiſcation of goods, baniſh- 


ment, or death by burning, even in the cruelleſt 
manner. How many are the inſtances which 
hiſtory affords us of the ſufferings of our fore- 


fathers, in labouring to maintain a conſcience void 
of offence both towards God and man? How cru- 


elly have they been perſecuted, and that to death, 
and this too inflicted in the moſt inhuman man 


ner, by roſting of poor creatures alive at ſome 
ſmall diſtance from the fire; while others have been 


committed more immediately to the flames till 
their lives have been extinguiſhed ; witneſs that 
remarkable place of Smithfield, in our own coun- 


try, where many have been conſumed to aſhes 
by 
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by burning ; and this not only by men uſually 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of Romaniſts, but, I 
am ſorry to ſpeak it, Proteſtants have too far 
followed their bloody and inhuman cruelty ; and 
this too on men ra have been zealous in pro- 
pagating what they eſteemed the cauſe of God 
and his truth in 4 world. Let us learn then 
from hence ſuitably to value and prize our own 
happineſs, with which we are favoured under 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and be thankful to 


God whoſe providence has reſcued us out of the 


hands of thoſe who would ſport themſelves in 


our miſery. May then a juſt ſenſe of our duty 
to God, and love to Chriſt, excite in our minds 


how much it becomes us, as chriſtians, to ad- 
mire the wonderful interpoſition of the Son of 
God ; and let us, as we are now about to com- 


memorate it, labour to heep the feaſt worthily ; 


not with the leaven of malice and wickedneſs, or 
in rioting and drunkenneſs, but with the unlea- 
vened bread of fincerity and ſobriety, temperance 


and truth, Let us duly remember the dying 


love of our Saviour, and the great end for which 


he died; and let us who are perſuaded and fully 
convinced of the truth of Chriſt's divine miſſion 
from heaven, conſider what great things he has 
done for us; who for our fakes, and for our fal- 
vation, came down from heaven; and while he 
was upon earth, made it his great buſineſs to in- 
ſtruct mankind into the right and only way to 
life eternal. Let us remember that it is our 


duty, and but a proper return to God for the 


favour which he has beſtowed upon us, to be 


e and heartily * about the great buſi- 
5 : neſs 


— — H©— — — — — 


ſhould do for ourſelves : Let us labour, by a life 
of virtue and true religion, to ſecure to ourſelves 
an intereſt in the merits of our Redeemer ; for 
without this we are loſt and undone for ever! 

There is nothing but this that can give us peace 


of conſcience here, nor any thing but this can 


give us aſſurance of the leaſt degree of happineſs 


hereafter! Let us no longer then remain among 


the number of the ſelf-deceived, but immedi- 


ately reſolve ſincerely to obey the whole will 


of God, as made known to us in the ever: bleſſed 
goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 
and then we may have good ground to hope for 
pardon of fin, falvation, and eternal happineſs : 
But we are not to expect it through our own 


_ righteouſneſs, which at beſt is but imperfect, 


but through the redemption purchaſed by the 
blood of Chriſt: Yet, by our fincere and un- 
feigned endeavours, through the prevailing in- 


terceſſion of our bleſſed Redeemer, our ſincere, 
though imperfect, obedience, ſhall be accepted, 


through the merits of him, who offered himſelf 
a ſpotleſs facrifice on our behalf. 


* r 
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neſs that he has indiſpenſably required that we 
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